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By FRANK McKEOWN and STUART MARQUES‘ -

Federa}'authontxes are mvestlgatmg charges
that a New Jersey soldier’ of fortune, who-.once-
robbed a-bank reportedly. to- .finance. a pro-Nazi .-
group, masterminded a plot that freed a Sov:et spy

from prison.. - s 21 i

Frank - Abbott- Sweeney, 38 descnbed~ a3 a
former Rhodesian mercenary and avowed Nazi
supporter was released on $250_000 personal
recognizance hond yesterday after he-was arrested
Thursday at his home in Closter, N.J;, o charges
o!f illegal possessxozrof a ,38—cahberrevolvb anda
9-mm. automatic handgun : i P

Prosecut.ors asked’ U. Magxstrate Serena
Peretti .in- Mewark to order- Sweeney held on
$250,000 bail pending complete investigation of-
the jailbreak that ireed the spy last year. - s

A source close to the mvestxgatxon totd the
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© U.S.‘marshals were interested in him for the other

h convxcted felon and he’ s not enutled to have such

- policeman:in a-196% bankrobbery- mf'renaﬂy-mu

' robbing an Englewood, N.J., bank with-a toy gun
~ in what: police: said: was: axrattemptftc finance a -
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) seled to the Soviet Union “highly sensitive” data :
--about- U.S. satellite operations. The-source: said

- and Boyce was wamng tr:al n»the esp.o'xage

.'; on mail fraud charges for-offering'to sell German- .A
. made automatic handguns. As:part of the scheme,
-=.Sweeney used th_e name_ I-'rancxs August Schell- v
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Danly News that Sweeney may have helped con-

“victed SpY. Chnstopher John Boyce escapefrom a

federaI prison: in Lompoc, Calif., in January 1980. i
"Boyce<was serving 40 years for ‘stealing and 7] -

Boyce was given phony documents to get out of
»the country and may be hiding in‘Africa..

“"AUTHORITIES ' SAID Sweeney ™ met" Boyce
whxle the two were in a California federat jail. -
-Sweeney was serving four years for-mail fraud,

charges.’: .. - A :

The source said- that US. marshals secretly
installed a homing beacon on Sweeney's car to.
trace him to an.abandoned apartment in Califor-.
nia, where they found a letter from Sweeney that
referred to “our escaped friend.” " -3

Federal agents-in Newark then made the gun— |
charge arrest to get him into custddy. -

“We were drawn to his attention .because the ]

reasons .one federal prosecutor:said; “He's a '

weapons../ Tt e } N e :
--Authorities said thembaby-faced Sweeney en-

listed in the Rhodesian army in 1973, shortly after

serving 6% years-in jail for shodting a New Jersey. :

- In-1962, when-he was 19, he was convicted of
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“In lS'IG;hewas sentenced t fonr years
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